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3:8 Synchronize 
Multimedia 
Elements

To ensure accessibility, 
provide equivalent 
alternatives for multimedia 
elements that are 
synchronized.

3:9 Do Not Require 
Style Sheets

Organize documents so they 
are readable without 
requiring an associated style 
sheet.

4:1 Design for 
Common Browsers

Design for the common 
denominators in web 
browsers.
Example of web page from 
Internet Explorer on a Dell 
computer running Windows 
XP Pro.

4:2 Design for Popular 
Operating Systems

Ensure that users with any of 
the leading operating 
systems can use your site.

Chapter 4: Hardware 
and Software
Consider constraints 

imposed on them by their 

users’ hardware, software, 

and speed of connection to 

the Internet. 

More than ninety percent of 

users have their monitor 

resolutions set to 800x600 

or 1024x768 pixels. And 

while most users at work 

have high-speed Internet 

access, most users at home 

connect at dial-up (56K or 

less) speeds.

It is usually impossible to 

design for all users. identify 

the hardware and software 

used by your primary and 

secondary audiences and 

design to maximize the 

effectiveness of your 

website.

4:3 Design for User’s 
Typical Connection 
Speed

Design for the connection 
speed of most users.


